
 

 

 
 

MOROCCO HANDCRAFTS TOUR 
 

2  – 18 March 2023 
 
 

retreat|recreate is delighted to offer this private 
17-day textiles tour of Morocco, developed for 

Andover Stitchers. 
 

Come and explore this fascinating African-yet-
Arab-yet-European-yet-Islamic country through 
the lens of its textile and handcraft traditions.  

 
Visit specialist textile museums, artisan studios, 

handcraft co-operatives and the famous souks of 
Fes and Marrakech. Participate in five private 

handcraft workshops (embroidery, needle-woven 
button making, leatherwork, natural dyeing and 
zellige mosaic tiling). Engage with local women 
and artists, be inspired by incredible design and 
craftsmanship, explore UNESCO World Heritage 

sites and experience traditional Moroccan culture 
and hospitality. 

 
 

W: www.retreatrecreate.com 
E: retreatrecreate@gmail.com 
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 Days 0 & 1  Thursday & Friday 2 & 3 March Day 2                       Saturday 4 March 

 CASABLANCA                  Hotel Odysee RABAT - MEKNES     Riad Mama H&K 
  

Thursday 2 March 
Welcome to Morocco! You will be collected 
from Casablanca airport on Thursday 2 March 
following your scheduled arrival at 19:40 and 
transferred to our hotel. Depending on 
whether you’ve dined on the plane or not, we 
may have a late welcome dinner that evening. 
Otherwise we’ll convene in the morning. TBC. 
 
Friday 3 March 
After breakfast we’ll head out for a guided tour 
of the impressive Hassan II Mosque, the only 
mosque in Morocco open to non-Muslims. The 
lavishly handcrafted prayer hall can 
accommodate a staggering 25,000 
worshippers with room for another 80,000 
outside in the plaza. Six thousand traditional 
craftsmen toiled for five years and the tiling, 
plasterwork, woodwork and metalwork are 
incredible.  
 
In the afternoon we’ll enjoy a walking tour of 
the Habbou District  (the ‘new medina’). 
 
If we haven’t done so the evening before, we’ll 
enjoy our welcome dinner tonight. 

 
This morning we travel to Rabat and explore 
Morocco’s capital city.  Rabat’s history is long 
and colourful, having been host to Roman 
settlements, pirates and now the country’s 
parliament. We’ll enjoy a walking tour of the 
town then explore the beautiful Kasbah of the 
Oudayas.  The Kasbah features a pirate 
lookout, winding blue and whitewashed lanes 
and a lovely café where we’ll stop for morning 
tea.  
 
After lunch we will continue on to lovely 
Meknes where we’ll settle into our beautiful 
riad (traditional Moroccan house built around 
a central internal courtyard) and enjoy a mint 
tea. 
 
These first few days of the tour are designed to 
introduce you to Moroccan culture and provide 
the context for the country’s handcraft 
traditions. Rabat and Meknes are two of 
Morocco’s four imperial cities – the other two 
being Fes and Marrakech – being the country’s 
historical capital cities. 

 Meals: Breakfast, Dinner Meals: Breakfast 



     
Day 3                Sunday 5 March Day 4            Monday 6 March Day 5             Tuesday 7 March Day 6       Wednesday 8 March Day 7            Thursday 9 March 

CHEFCHAOUEN          Dar Hicham  CHEFCHAOUEN          Dar Hicham  FES          Riad La Perle De La Medina FES          Riad La Perle De La Medina FES          Riad La Perle De La Medina 
 
This morning we’ll enjoy a guided 
walking tour of Meknes - the medina 
here is full of tiny embroidery, weaving 
and spinning studios. Meknes is known 
for its production of traditional caftans 
and djellabas, complete with elaborate 
trimmings and braids. 
 
Lunch today is a camel burger in the 
medina! (There will be a vegetarian 
option available if camel doesn’t tempt 
you). Camel meat is a luxury in 
Morocco. 
 
In the afternoon we will explore the 
ancient Roman ruins of Volubilis, 
Rome’s westernmost outpost.  The 
columns, arches and beautiful mosaics 
are quite extraordinary and the site is  
UNESCO World Heritage listed. 
 
Later in the day we travel north to 
Chefchaouen. Nestled in the Rif 
mountains, Chefchaouen’s medina is 
lovingly cared for, with blue-washed 
streets and striking artistic doors. The 
town has a strong Spanish history and 
you may see women in local dress 
reminiscent of Andalusian costume.  
 

 
Today we explore Chefchaouen, known 
as the Blue Pearl due to its strikingly 
beautiful blue-washed medina streets.  
 
Chefchaouen’s small medina is filled 
with weaving and carpet studios. The 
area is famous for its woven djellabas 
(traditional hooded robes) made from 
creamy natural wool sourced in the 
nearby Rif mountains. 
 
We may wish to take an optional walk 
into the hills outside town for 
spectacular views over the blue city. Or 
you could explore independently, or 
just sit at a café with a mint tea, 
watching the world go by as the call to 
prayer floats over town.   
 
For those who are keen to start learning 
about Moroccan carpets and rugs, there 
will be the opportunity today to visit 
one of our favourite carpet shops. Even 
if you don’t plan on buying, it’s worth 
coming along to see the various kinds 
and styles of rugs you’ll find in Morocco 
(woven, tufted, urban, rural). If you do 
buy, this shop offers safe, reliable 
shipping worldwide. 

 
After breakfast we leave the Blue Pearl 
and drive to the iconic and fascinating 
city of Fes. This wondrous town is a 
fascinating living example of the 
medieval Arab world, with its massive 
UNESCO World Heritage listed ancient 
medina comprising over 9000 tiny lanes 
and alleys. 
 
Upon arrival we’ll dive straight into the 
cultural delights of ancient Fes, with a 
tour of one of Fes’ best ceramic 
production houses. Morocco, and Fes in 
particular, is famous for its zellige 
mosaic tilework, and we are privileged 
to be able to learn the process in our 
very own zellige mosaic workshop. 
 
The riad we’ll call home for the next 
three nights is in the heart of the 
medina, making it a great location from 
which to head out and explore over the 
next couple of days, and to dinner 
tonight. 
  
 

 
We journey outside Fes today to the 
small town of Sefrou, a picturesque 
Amazigh (Berber) town on the edge of 
the Middle Atlas mountains. The town 
has an important Jewish history, and its 
medina is a UNESCO World Heritage 
site. We’ll explore the medina, led by an 
expat artist who’s made Sefrou her 
home, focussing on the artisans studios 
within the medina. Highlights in 
particular include cloth weavers and an 
embroiderers’ studio, located in 
another fondouk. 
 
Sefrou is also home to an inspiring 
group of women who’ve banded 
together to form a co-operative and 
earn an independent income making 
the silk and cotton buttons traditionally 
sewn in their dozens onto djellabas. 
We’ll meet the women of the co-op, 
enjoy a roundtable discussion about 
women and craft. We’ll also enjoy an 
exciting workshop, learning how to 
make the tiny, needle-woven buttons 
ourselves.  Additionally, we’ll celebrate 
International Women’s Day with the 
women of Sefrou! 
 

 
Today we’ll have a special guided 
walking tour of the Fes medina, the 
largest urban car-free city in the world. 
Our tour today includes the artisan 
studios within the souks - many of the 
artisans are running businesses in the 
same tiny studios as their ancestors, 
generation upon generation.  There are 
metalworkers, weavers, toolmakers, 
embroiderers, woodworkers and 
leatherworkers among others. 
 
We’ll also include a visit to the 
exquisitely tiled and decorated 
medersa (Koranic school or university) 
and also the Museum of Wooden 
Crafts. 
 
Of course, no visit to Morocco is 
complete without visiting the world 
famous tanneries where workers have 
dyed leather and skins in enormous dye 
vats that have been in continuous 
operation since the 11th century. 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch Meals: Breakfast Meals: Breakfast, Dinner Meals: Breakfast, Lunch Meals: Breakfast 



     
Day 8                Friday 10 March  Day 9           Saturday 11 March Day 10            Sunday 12 March Day 11         Monday 13 March    Day 12        Tuesday 14 March 

 
MIDELT                  Hotel Taddart  

 
SAHARA DESERT    Luxury Camp 

 
DADES VALLEY    Riad Bahammou 

 
AIT BEN HADDOU La Fibule d’Or 

 
AIT BEN HADDOU La Fibule d’Or 

 
This morning we leave Fes behind and 
begin the rural part of our trip, driving 
south to the High Atlas mountains. We’ll 
drive through a variety of spectacular 
scenery – fertile valleys, cedar and pine 
forests and barren rocky landscapes – to 
the small town of Midelt.  
 
Midelt is a market town, originally built 
as a base for mining in the area and is 
nestled between the Atlas and Anti-
Atlas mountains at an elevation of 1500 
metres. Many of the locals are Amazigh 
and the town can offer an insight into 
their way of life. 
 
On the way we’ll stop for a picnic lunch, 
possibly in the tent of a nomad family.  
 
In Midelt there is a women’s centre 
where young women can come to learn 
all manner of weaving, embroidery and 
sewing skills. It’s a Friday today, but if 
it’s open we’ll stop in.  
 
There’s also an optional walk this 
afternoon through rural apple orchards 
and past an ancient Kasbah. 

 
We continue our journey, leaving 
Midelt and heading further south. We’ll 
travel through some stunning Atlas 
Mountain scenery again today, from 
barren mountains to fertile valleys. 
 
Late in the day we’ll arrive at our 
destination of Merzouga, just 20 
kilometres from the Algerian border. 
Here, just before sunset, we’ll meet our 
camel train and ride through the 
orange-red sand dunes of Erg Chebbi to 
our luxury desert camp in the Sahara. 
This is a once in a lifetime experience, 
not to be missed. This evening we’ll 
enjoy dinner followed by Amazigh music 
and dancing around the campfire.  
 
Our tents have full beds and ensuite 
bathroom facilities. This is glamping! 
 

 
After a hearty Moroccan breakfast we 
farewell camp and ride our camels back 
over the dunes to town and reunite with 
our private coach.  
 
Lunch today (at own cost) is at El 
Khorbat – a Kasbah laid out in a maze 
format. The community within the 
fortress have established a thriving 
association comprising a lovely outdoor 
restaurant, a truly excellent Amazigh 
cultural museum and a Women’s 
Embroidery Association where they 
make the traditional Amazigh shawls of 
this region, with their brightly coloured 
pom poms, embroidery and trims.  
 
In the afternoon we’ll break our journey 
in the stunning Todra Gorge and enjoy a 
walk to stretch our legs. 
 
Finally we continue through the 
beautiful Dades Valley to a well earned 
rest this evening at our beautiful 
accommodation in Boumalne Dades. 
There’s a pool if it’s warm enough for a 
dip! 

 
Another day of once in a lifetime 
experiences awaits us as we travel the 
famous Rose Valley, and the Route of a 
Thousand Kasbahs.  
 
En route we’ll stop at one of several 
basketry workshops in Ouarzazate 
where we’ll be able to see artisans 
weaving with palm leaves and grasses. 
Another stop is at a huge and 
impressive antique shop featuring rugs 
and carpets galore, woodwork, Amazigh 
jewellery, antique leather bags and 
metalwork. 
 
Our destination this afternoon is the 
Kasbah of Ait Ben Haddou. If it looks 
familiar, it’s because you’ve probably 
seen it on screen, used as the location 
for all sorts of films and tv series.   
 
It’s also the home of an excellent local 
women’s carpet co-operative. We’ll 
meet the women, see what’s on their 
looms and additionally, lunch today is at 
the home of one of the women. 
 
Our accommodation for the next two 
nights is a simple but charming auberge 
with amazing views of the Kasbah! 

 
This morning we’ll explore the UNESCO 
World Heritage listed Kasbah of Ait Ben 
Haddou, on foot. While most of the 
locals now live across the river in the 
new town, a handful of families still live 
on site in the ancient Kasbah. It’s a truly 
remarkable place. 
 
In the afternoon we are privileged to 
experience a hands-on natural dyeing 
experience with the women from 
another local co-op.  Traditionally, 
weavers and carpet knotters dyed the 
wool for their rugs with local plants such 
as pomegranate, turmeric, poppy and 
indigo. These days wool is usually dyed 
with commercially available synthetic 
dyes, so it will be a rare treat to engage 
with a group who are maintaining (and 
reviving) traditional Moroccan textile 
dye practices. 
 
We may have lunch with the dyeing co-
op women, or alternatively we may dine 
at a restaurant in the Kasbah that’s run 
by another women’s co-operative. It 
began as a teahouse and has grown to 
include a bakery and now restaurant. 
 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner Meals: Breakfast, Dinner Meals: Breakfast, Dinner Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 



    

Inclusions:  
• 16 nights/17 days of twin share 

accommodation  
• Arrival and departure transfers 

to/from airports 
• Daily breakfasts, 3 lunches, 8 

dinners (drinks not incl.) 
• Transport: private air 

conditioned vehicle, camel  
• Five hands-on handcraft 

experiences (woven button-
making, embroidery, 
leatherwork, natural dyeing, 
zellige mosaics)  

• Entrance to all museums, sites, 
galleries, studios, activities and 
excursion venues  

• Services of a local English-
speaking experienced & certified 
guide, retreat|recreate host, 
and a driver  

• $50 donation per person to a 
local women’s charity  

 
Exclusions:  
• International airfares  
•  Travel insurance (essential)  
•  Early check in/late check out  
•  Departure transfers  
•  Personal spending (souvenirs, 

laundry, phone etc)  
•  Meals and drinks not included in 

the itinerary  
•  Drinks  
•  Tips (we’ll start a tips kitty on Day 

1, 650 MAD ea, TBC)  
 
Price: AUD$5375 twin share  
 
Disclaimer: this itinerary was prepared 
some years ago now, thanks to Covid, well 
before the actual tour. As such you will 
notice some adjustments have been made 
to the original itinerary created in 2019, 
as accommodations, venues and activities 
have closed, or changed or are 
undergoing renovation. 

Day 13     Wednesday 15 March Day 14         Thursday 16 March  Day 15           Friday 17 March  Day 16      Saturday 18 March 
 
MARRAKECH    Riad Bahia Salam 

 
MARRAKECH    Riad Bahia Salam 

 
MARRAKECH    Riad Bahia Salam 

 
MARRAKECH           

 
Leaving Ait Ben Haddou we drive 
through the winding mountains roads 
toward Marrakech, the fabled pink 
imperial city.  We’ll stop for photos 
along the way as the mountain pass 
scenery is spectacular. On arrival in 
Marrakech, an ancient exotic city 
swathed in European modernity, we’ll 
enjoy lunch (at own cost) at Amal Co-op, 
a women’s co-operative that trains 
disadvantaged women and girls in 
cooking and hospitality.   
 
After lunch we’ll explore the beautiful 
and famous Jardin Marjorelle, the 
colourful garden of French painter 
Jacques Marjorelle, featuring an 
impressive cactus garden. The artist’s 
old Cubist style studio has been turned 
into a fabulous museum of Amazigh 
textiles, clothing and jewellery. Across 
the road and also well worth a visit is 
the very inspiring Yves Saint Laurent 
museum and gallery. 
 
Finally, we’ll check into our lovely riad 
and relax after the past few days of 
travel.  
 
 

 
This morning we’ll tour some of 
Marrakech’s best handcraft museums. 
The National Museum of Carpets and 
Weaving is a recently opened 
government operated museum, 
situated in an old palace. Featuring 
carpets from the High, Middle and Anti 
Atlas Mountains, and the urban centres, 
it’s an essential stop for a handcrafts 
itinerary! Nearby is the equally 
excellent Tiskiwin Museum, filled with 
incredible Amazigh and Touareg 
artefacts and handcrafts. 
 
This afternoon we’ll enjoy another 
hands-on textile workshop – a very 
special embroidery class with the 
women from a Marrakech co-operative 
that assists women with disabilities to 
earn an independent income from their 
embroidery and seamstress skills. 
Traditional Fessi embroidery utilises 
cross stitch and is famous for the 
finished piece being identical on both 
the front and back.  It’s another craft 
that is harder than it looks. 
 
 

 
Today we’ll spend the majority of our 
day at our final workshop for the tour in 
which we’ll learn all about leatherwork 
and make our very own pair of 
babouches (traditional Moroccan 
leather slippers). What a wonderful 
souvenir of our time in Morocco! 
 
Our final destination is another 
excellent privately owned carpet 
museum, this time one that specialises 
in the under-appreciated category of 
Moroccan rag rugs, known as 
boucharouite rugs. The owner and 
curator has amassed an incredible 
collection of these humble but very 
moving rugs, and his passion for his 
chosen subject is inspiring and 
infectious. 
 
Tonight we’ll enjoy our farewell dinner 
at one of Marrakech’s most beautiful 
restaurants – a fitting end to an 
inspiring and exciting tour and the 
chance to reflect on our time together 
in this magical, mesmerising country. 

 
Our tour comes to an end today after 
breakfast.  We’ll pack up our 
memories and textile souvenirs, say 
our final farewells and head our 
separate ways. 
 
Your flight this morning is at 10.30am 
so we’ll have an early breakfast 
before heading to the airport (a 15 
minute drive away). 

Meals: Breakfast Meals: Breakfast Meals: Breakfast, Dinner Meals: Breakfast 


